On October 2002, Dȃnuţ Marcu from Bucharest submitted to our journal a short paper, entitled "Some results on the independence number of a graph". It can be downloaded from our web page: http://homepages.vub.ac.be/~fouror/. The competent Area Editor sent it out for refereeing. The first referee returned a report asking for revision, while the second one wrote:
Yesterday I started reading the paper by Dȃnuţ Marcu that you sent me. I liked it: the results and proofs were not great but very neat. At the same time I was surprised that he gives too few references on such an important subject, and had a feeling that I had seen something like this somewhere. So today I started checking and 15 minutes ago I discovered that the paper is a very slightly modified copy of the paper by J. B. Shearer: "The independence number of dense graphs with large odd girth" (The Electronic Journal of Combinatorics 2 (1995), http://www.combinatorics.org/). This is the first time I discovered a 100% plagiarism in math publications. Then it struck me that recently I heard about a plagiarist in a letter from a well known mathematician. I found it -it was about Marcu!!! Please let the fact be well known in OR community. Marcu has to get rejected no matter where he sends his or "his" papers.
A letter was attached from the well-known mathematician, stating that Marcu is a notorious plagiarist, and that he became aware of this several years ago when he published a result in a reputable British journal almost simultaneously as the true authors published their paper in another good journal. Then he learned that Marcu had also copied another author, who objected in a letter: Marcu responded with a childish drawing indicating that he is out of reach. • D. Marcu, A Note on the Chromatic and Independence Number of a Graph, Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai Series Informatica, 48 (2), 2003, p. 11Ű-16. . . . After a careful consideration, we have decided to retract the papers under scrutiny; the papers will be marked as such on the journal web page. As we have lost the confidence in Mr. Dȃnuţ Marcu, the author of these plagiates, we have decided to ban Mr. Marcu from publishing in our journal. We are apologizing to the international scientific community for this situation.
(The three mentioned papers no longer appear in the journal's web site.)
In The editorial board of our journal thanks Prof. Jerrold W. Grossman and Prof. Vitaly Voloshin for the assistance rendered in the disclosure of that fact. We present our apologies to the readers.
